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WHO IS

MISS RODEO USA

THE MEANING BEHIND THE CROWN
Miss Rodeo USA is a young lady between 18 and 26 years of
age, a U.S. citizen, and a person of high moral standing willing
to dedicate a year of her life as the sole representative for the
International Professional Rodeo Association (IPRA). Traveling
over 100,000 miles across the United States and Canada to
dozens of the 400+ sanctioned IPRA rodeos, she acts as a role
model for today’s youth and a spokeswoman for professional
rodeo. In addition, each Miss Rodeo USA selects a platform to
discuss in her travels with topics ranging from community
service to childhood diseases. Each Miss Rodeo USA will reign
from January to January of the following year where a new
representative is selected at the national pageant in Oklahoma
City.
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HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZATION
The Miss Rodeo USA Association is a division of the International Pro Rodeo Association (IPRA). In 1966, the IPRA Board
of Governors set out the basic pageant rules. The Board not
only realized the importance of having a queen to represent the
IPRA, but also how carefully she must be selected. The IPRA
chose to allow young ladies to participate in the competition,
regardless of whether they had won a previous title prior to
coming to the National Pageant. Their reasoning aligned with
that of the world champion competitions, which weren’t limited
to only one representative per state. Consequently, neither
should the competition for the “world champion” rodeo queen.
Since the creation in 1960s, the program has expanded and diversified while always remaining rooted in its educational value.
Career advancement awards and scholarships are the primary
draw for contestants to vie for the title. While poise, personality
and horsemanship skills remain important, judges are seeking
a bright young lady with an eye on her future and protecting our
western heritage.
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Becoming Miss Rodeo USA was the ride of a lifetime. The brightest and

best parts of my year were not what could be seen, but what I could feel with
my heart. Of greatest importance were the friendships that became more like
f a m i l y. I n a d d i t i o n , o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t e v o l v e d g a v e m y l i f e m o r e m e a n i n g ,
dimension and depth.
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Marjon (Brady) Brown | Miss Rodeo USA 2000
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NATIONAL
OKLAHOMA CITY
Each January in Oklahoma City, young women from across the nation gather for seven days of competition that
culminates in crowning the new Miss Rodeo USA. The pageant is held in conjunction with the International Finals
Rodeo (IFR), arranged by the International Professional Rodeo Association (IPRA). As the world champions are announced at the final performance, as is Miss Rodeo USA and begins her year of representing the IPRA as the official
ambassador.
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The women competing for the prestigious title of Miss Rodeo USA begin their preparation long before arriving in
Oklahoma City. Many of the contestants spend years increasing their knowledge, improving their horsemanship
			
and honing their public speaking skills before entering the competition. Upon check in, the
			
contestants will surrender all communication devices and will solely depend on their thorough			
ness of preparation to get them through the challenges ahead.

			
			
DAYS OF
			
		 COMPETITION
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
ONE-ON-ONE
INTERVIEWS
WITH JUDGES

The Miss Rodeo USA Association selects judges after a series of entries, suggestions, and
a final vote. Judges are often from different areas of the United States and have knowledge
of horses, rodeo and understand the importance of selecting a well-rounded representative.
For example, they could be horse trainers, stock contractors, former queens, business owners
or corporate sponsors. They will assess each contestant’s character in five categories: horsemanship, personality, public speaking, appearance, and knowledge.
During the week-long pageant, the young women will meet with the judges for no less than
six one-on-one interviews, perform in numerous modeling/on-stage events, deliver two
prepared speeches, answer countless impromptu questions, ride two unfamiliar horses to
perform set patterns and will be asked to improvise through numerous additional activities.
At the discretion of the Miss Rodeo USA Association and the judges, the contestants might
also be judged on their capability to speak to news crews, write thank-you notes, interact with
children, or familiarization with social media and blogging.
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CATEGORIES OF
COMPETITION
HORSEMANSHIP
PERSONALITY
PUBLIC SPEAKING
APPEARANCE
KNOWLEDGE

2015 MISS RODEO USA PAGEANT
WITH SPONSOR, 5 STAR QUARTER HORSES
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The equine industry has a rich tradition in
o u r s t a t e . We c o n s i d e r o u r s e l v e s f o r t u n a t e
that the “Best of the best” in the equine
and rodeo industry come to Oklahoma City
to compete for top honors. The IFR was
born in Oklahoma, and we are honored
and pleased that 47 years later the
tradition continues.

INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL

Mary Fallin | Governor of Oklahoma

“

It has been said that a cowboy hat is the
single most recognizable symbol in the world,
and when you team that up with a pretty girl
and a crown, you have a combination that
g r a b s e v e r y o n e ’s a t t e n t i o n f r o m a g e 2 t o 9 2 .
But the look is just the beginning. It might
open doors but when Miss Rodeo USA gets
a chance to speak, she changes lives.

D a l e Ye r i g a n | I P R A G e n e r a l M a n a g e r

“
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OFFICIAL AMBASSADOR FOR
RODEO ASSOCIATION

MISS RODEO USA

TRISHA
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SMEENK

The road to the Miss Rodeo USA title is a
challenging and life changing event. It takes
hard work, sacrifices, dedication, commitment,
fortitude and a cowgirl-tough attitude. In return,
each young lady will learn and grow from their
time at the National Pageant and be blessed with
lifelong memories. A positive experience for each
contestant is our ultimate mission.
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Donnie Rollings | MRUSA Pageant Director

QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONAL
JUDGES FROM
AROUND
THE NATION

HORSEMANSHIP
PATTERNS ON
DRAW HORSES

PREPARED &
PERFORMED
SPEECHES

The Miss Rodeo USA National Pageant has long-sense earned the
reputation of being challenging and unpredictable, yet unprecedentedly
fair. The young women can know upon applying that they will have a
memorable week with an unbiased outcome. We strive to ensure every
contestant and all family associated with each contestant believe that
they were treated fairly and leave with an incredible experience to share.

Sherry Smith
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BRITTANY HOWARD
MISS RODEO USA 2017
SLAUGHTERS, KENTUCKY
On January 15th, 2017, BritBrittany is the daughter of
tany was blessed to bring home
Mickey and Debbie Howard
the crown to her home state of
and has an older brother, Chad.
Kentucky as Miss Rodeo USA.
“Family means everything to me
History was made as for the
and that’s what I love about rofirst time in 51 years, the covdeo. It is a family-oriented sport
eted crown became associated
that upholds the strong values
with a Kentucky cowgirl. “I am
of hard work, respect, and foso honored and blessed with
cus to achieve what you want in
the opportunity to represent the
life.” Brittany is grateful to have
IPRA and the western way of
a wonderful family that supports
life. I can’t wait
		
her in her goals
to promote the
		
in life.
“Family means
greatest sport
		
Although she
everything to me and
on dirt and
		
claims Kentucky
that’s what I love about
travel across
		
as her homerodeo. It is a family
the country as
		
state, Brittany
oriented sport that
Miss Rodeo
		
also representupholds the strong
USA 2017.”
ed Georgia upon
values of hard work,
		
entering the
respect, and focus to
Brittany comes
		
2017 pageant.
achieve what you
from a small
		
As Miss Sunbelt
want in life.”
town in western
		
Rodeo Queen,
Kentucky, where
		
a representative
she grew up with a love for anof “North America’s Premier
imals. Her passion for animals
Farm Show”, she knows the
led her to attend college at Murconnection between agriculture
ray State University, join the roand rodeo. Brittany believes it
deo team, and major in Animal
is important to keep alive the
Health Technology. She obwestern heritage, family farms,
tained a Bachelor’s of Science
and local rodeos for generain Agriculture degree in 2014
tions to come.
and became a board-certified
During her year, she will
Licensed Veterinary Technolostrive to promote her platform
gist. Brittany enjoys educating
of “Stay Focused on the Ride.”
clients on the health of their
In her journey as she travels
large and small animals.
over 100,000 miles across the
country, Brittany plans to educate others on the importance
of setting goals and achieving
your dreams. Her dream has
become a reality as she serves
the International Professional Rodeo Association as their
Miss Rodeo USA 2017. Brittany
states, “I have my amazing family, friends, committee, supporters, and sponsors to thank for
helping me to achieve my goal.”
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Facts About

BRITTANY

Brittany is a student pilot! She will complete
her Private Pilot’s license after her Miss Rodeo USA reign is over. She has been flying
since she was a child with her dad, Mickey in
their 172 Cessna Skyhawk. If she has spare
time at home this year, she will continue to
enjoy Sunday afternoon flights around the
Kentucky countryside.

Challenge Brittany to a FitBit battle and
you will see her competitive side come out
strong! She frequently has three or four active challenges going with family and friends
to see who gets the most steps. But watch
out, she knows how to rack them up by riding
horses, mowing the yard, or letting her dog
Layla wear it!
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She has never met a cookie she
didn’t like but if you really want
on her good side, bake up something with chocolate and peanut
butter and you can melt her heart!
Add a tall glass of milk and you
have one happy rodeo queen!

Brittany’s love of animals has led
to a career of caring for them. As
a Licensed Veterinary Technologist
she is dealt a new challenge everyday, from setting intravenous catheters or simply drawing blood on a
squirming fluffy patient. But never
fail, there is always a treat in her
pocket for when she is finished!

Before the Miss Rodeo USA crown was placed on her hat, Brittany held two previous titles.
Her first title represented Murray State University in Kentucky and the second, Miss Sunbelt
Rodeo out of Moultrie, GA. While her resume isn’t long, her dedication shows that it isn’t about
how many crowns you’ve earned that gets you to a national title, it is simply about the level of
determination to do it!

Jesse West Press Shots
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CULTIVATING PARTNERSHIPS
HOW MISS RODEO USA WORKS FOR YOUR BUSINESS
NATIONWIDE EXPOSURE
Each year, the reigning Miss Rodeo USA travels across the country and visits with over
50,000 school children, members of business and civic organizations, and rodeo fans. She
is routinely a guest-speaking, horseback-riding, high fashion-wearing, smile-bearing example of western beauty and intelligence.
WEBSITE
The Miss Rodeo USA Association launched an updated website in the Spring of 2017. With
the new format, we showcase our sponsors in a more thorough manor with direct links to
business websites and individually dedicated webpages with added details and photos to
highlight the sponsorship. The new website will continue to be located at
www.missrodeousa.com.
Our website is traditionally visited by over 70,000 people each year. The website is the go-to
location for the bi-monthly blog of the current Miss Rodeo USA, information about the annual
National Pageant, details about our National Clinic, and other information about western
fashion, rodeo events, and much more. With a direct link to all our Miss Rodeo USA social
media profiles, the number of visitors continues to grow
yearly. Additionally, the Miss Rodeo USA website
has a direct link to and from the International Pro
Rodeo Association website, which provides an
avenue for even further exposure.

Miss Rodeo USA
Fan Demographics

86% Women | 14% Men
25% Between Ages of 18-24
19% Between Ags of 25-34

4FANS
OUT
OF 5
LIKELY TO

ENGAGE WITH
ONLINE CONTENT

AUTOGRAPH
SHEETS
The reigning Miss
Rodeo USA distributes
over 10,000 full-color,
two-sided autograph
sheets across the nation
every year. Each autograph
sheet contains sponsor’s
name, logo and contact
information of supportors
who provide a minimum of
$1,000 in cash or product.
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Reach during
Pageant week

1,222,796
Unique fans
Number of fans
who viewed
Miss Rodeo USA

Created Video

in one day

15,795

9272

reactions
likes
Shares
Comments

recorded in single day

Top: Miss Rodeo USA official webpage:
www.missrodeousa.com
Left: Follow on Snapchat: missrodeousa

SOCIAL MEDIA
Miss Rodeo USA has an active Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat account where we post regular updates on current news regarding the association. We create sponsor photo galleries and have the ability to upload
sponsor photos of your choice to help promote your business or event. Social media updates automatically coordinate with our website. We work hard to stay astride the ever-changing media and social networking world. Our
reigning Miss Rodeo USA logs her travels as the official ambassador of professional rodeo and uploads photos of
her appearances and sponsors on numerous sites to provide multi-platform exposure.
NATIONAL PAGEANT & MISS RODEO USA/INTERNATIONAL FINALS RODEO PROGRAM
The Miss Rodeo USA Association produces and distributes the MRUSA/IFR Program each year at the International Finals Rodeo in Oklahoma City. In 2016, approximately 39,300 tickets were sold to people attending the IFR,
the Contract Acts Showcase, and the IFR Bucking Stock Sale. The MRUSA/IFR Program is available for purchase
at each of these events, as well as at all pageant events throughout the week. Additionally, the Miss Rodeo USA
Pageant announces all of its sponsors at each of its public competition events at the pageant (typically at least
eight to ten events).
AD COPY, RADIO, AND TELEVISION
Sponsors will have the opportunity to
utilize Miss Rodeo USA for advertising campaigns throughout the year. In
past years, this has included a range
of uses from promoting a line of “Miss
Rodeo USA” labeled products, to print
ad copy, radio and television commercials, and personal appearances at
events such as wholesale markets,
store-openings, and other on-location
bookings.
All sponsors will receive a photo(s)
of the reigning Miss Rodeo USA with
the sponsor or the sponsored product. Each sponsors, during duration
of sponsorship, is also granted the license to identify that they are a sponsor of Miss Rodeo USA.

TRAFFIC INCREASE DURING NATIONAL PAGEANT
7000%

6944
%

6000%
5000%

4529
%

4000%
3105
%

3000%
2362
%

2000%
1000%

1441
%

1153
%
Facebook
Page
Engagement

Facebook
Page
Views

Website
Page
Views

Website
Unique
Visitors

Average
Tweet
Impression

Weekly
Facebook
Reach
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LEVELS OF
OPPORTUNITY
SPONSOR BENEFITS

Miss Rodeo USA will be available for appearances and for advertising campaigns
Logo will be placed on front and back of autograph sheet with contact information
Full page advertisement in Miss Rodeo USA Pageant/International Finals Rodeo Program
Listed and linked on Miss Rodeo USA website - individually dedicated sponsor pages
Frequent social media coverage with strategic multi-platform campaign tailored to business

PLATINUM
$5,000

Verbal recognition and four tickets to all major Miss Rodeo USA Pageant events
Features in bi-monthly articles written by Miss Rodeo USA for website & rodeo publications
Will be individually tailored to the donor and business goals correlating to sponsorship
Miss Rodeo USA will be available for appearances and for advertising campaigns
Logo will be placed on back of autograph sheet - 10,000+ distributed nationwide per year

DIAMOND
$2,500

Full page advertisment in Miss Rodeo USA Pageant/International Finals Rodeo Program
Listed and linked on Miss Rodeo USA website and frequent social media coverage
Verbal recognition and two tickets to all major Miss Rodeo USA Pageant events
Miss Rodeo USA will be available for appearances such as promotional autograph signings

GOLD

$1,000

SILVER
$500

BRONZE
$250

Business name placed on back of autograph sheet with contact information
Half page advertisment in Miss Rodeo USA Pageant/International Finals Rodeo Program
Listed and linked on Miss Rodeo USA website and social media recognition
Business name listed on back of autograph sheet - 10,000+ distributed nationwide per year
Quarter page advertisment in Miss Rodeo USA Pageant/International Finals Rodeo Program
Listed and linked on Miss Rodeo USA website and social media recognition
Business card size ad in Miss Rodeo USA Pageant/International Finals Rodeo Program
Listed and linked on Miss Rodeo USA website and social media recognition
For support in the amount of less than $250, sponsor’s name will be listed in the Miss Rodeo USA
Pageant/International Final Rodeo Program and recognized on the Miss Rodeo USA websites.

9

Jenny’s Pics Photography

CONTACT US
For additional information or to custom design
a sponsorship level to best suit your business,
contact Miss Rodeo USA Association
Board of Director’s sponsorship coordinator:

MISS RODEO USA
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman of the Board
Direct: 405.892.2826
missrodeousainfo@gmail.com

LESLIE WALDREP
Secretary

ess

Direct: 256.415.5229
leswaldrep@gmail.com

Treasurer
Direct: 918.697.5766
amyduvall25@gmail.com

Pageant Director
Direct: 405.238.0324
drollings70@gmail.com

Contestant Director
Direct: 605.645.8325
sherry.smeenk@gmail.com

ar

S T E V E R AT C H F O R D
Rodeo Committee Director
Direct: 580.369.8591
linda.ratchford@yahoo.com

Clinic Director

SA

Direct: 918.559.8287

BRITTANY HOWARD

JANET WOODS
Alumni Director
Direct: 903.466.6020
woodstockappy@aol.com

ALUMNI

Miss Rodeo USA 2017
missrodeousa2017@gmail.com
www.missrodeousa.com

missrodeousa2012@hotmail.com

CLINIC

TRISHA SHIELDS

RODEO
LIAISON

m

CONTESTANT

SHERRY SMEENK

PAGEANT

DONNIE ROLLINGS

FINANCE

A M Y D U VA L L

SECRETARY

Marketing & Public Relations Director
Direct: 479.236.0057
mrusa2015@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN

]
]
]
]
]
]
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JAMIE HARRISON

KIRBI ALLEN
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